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I-12 NECROLOGlA 

t R. P. losephus Brunner (1912·1952) 

( P1'ov . S. Lud.) 

Festo Annuntiationis BlVIV anni currentis in domo novitiatus De Soto, Mis
souri, e quieto ac pacifico s()mno ad aeterna praemia vocatus est, quadragesimo 
vitae suae anno, P . Iosephus Brunner, qui brevi sua vita tanta perfecit , ut liceat 
ei applicare verba biblica: Quis est hic, et laudabimus eum? fecit enim mira
bilia in vita sua (Eccli . 3r, 9). 

Ortum duxit e paroecia nostra Chicagiensi S. Michaelis r8 Sept. r9r2, et 
fratris Francisci natu maioris exemplum secutus, vota Instituti Alfonsiani emisit 
festo S. Alfonsi a. I935· Festo SS. Apostolorum Petri et Pauli r938 in sacello col
legii Oconomowoc sacerdotio auctus est. 

Exinde usque ad obitum semper ostendit singularem spiritum sacrifìcii, obli
vionis sui dile~tionis9ue animarum et Instit~ti, primum (r939-r944) qua . admi~ 
nistrator (Business Manager) periodici The L iguorian. Ei debentur duo opera 
nova hodiedum fiorentissima, mercatus scilicet libellorum (The Pamphlet Office) 
et Foedus Gerardinum (The League of Saint Gerard). 

Inde a Iulio I9.44 ad Maium ry48 confrater noster adscriptus erat Missioni 
(hodie Vice-Provinciae) de lVIanaus, de qua videsis Analecta XXIII (r95r), 75-80. 
Erant primi nostri passus in ilio novo campo, et P. losephus Brunner haec ardua 
initia exper:tus est in statione tunc omnium difficillima Coari. Post eius obitum 
de eo scripsere folia The Redemptorist Amazonian Missions, Maio H}52 (et con
fratres ignoscant nobis, si haec verba in suo idiomate relinquimus): 

"Fr. Bnmner' s interest in the m.issions was no t learned j-rom books; he learned 
the hard way - in tl!e field. For tl!ree years he wrestled with the problems of mission-'ary 
life in our then most difficttlt mission in distant Coari. He was among the nzen who dttg 
the first fattndations for the buildings in the ho t tropical sun of Coari .. . w ho p!otted the 
missionary journey in · our first· boat up a.nd down wnknoum and dangerous rivers and 
jungle-hedged lakes .. . who faceti the first ignorance, superstitions and hostility of the 
natives against the intruding foreigne'Jis. Hc knew what it was to live for months on rice 
and fish - without meat. He knew what it zy~as to battie disease-laden mosqttitoes and 
then· toss for da.ys in the thmes of ma.laria, hoping . to die for relief yet afraid to die and 
abandon these p o or people wlw n.eeded him so badly. Fr. Brunner' s outlock on the 
missions was tender and. sympathetic ... softened by sutferings and toughened by a steel 
resolve to be a missionary ... n. \ · 

Redux e Brasilia, Brasilianae (et Asianae) Missioni suae Provinciae admira
bili studio zeloque inservire pergebat qua J\llissionum praedicator et Procurator. 
Quae inde a mense Maio r948 usque ad vitae finem hoc modo praestiterit, solus 
Deus accurate scit. Audiant illi qui idiomatis Anglici gnari sunt denuo vocem 
confratrum Vice-Provinciae de Manaus: 

« Fr. Brunner was our oneman anny of supply - one man to keep thirty-three mis
sionary soldiers working, fi ghting, moving forward. His was a gigantic task; he was 
a giant who accomplished the task . No matter what was needed 011 the mission front 
either in Brazil or in Siam, Fr. Brunner knew no rest until it was fmmd, botlght, packed, 
tmcked, loaded on ship and forwarded to the mission field .. . An incalculable amatmt of 
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work . .. tooh dreadful toll oj Fr . Bnmner' s energy, yet served to fire his zeal .. . Every.thing 
Jrom aspirin tablets to far m tracto1·s and jeeps... No. missionary ever asked Fr. Brunner 
in v ain . H e was lik e Christ in that; he, too, could sav: « Ask and y ou sha!l receive "· W e 
always asked and always received! · 

• fie also ran a one--man advertising agency for the missions . Give him an empty 
pulpit, a vacant platform, or an unused soap box and you WOltld hear a ringing appeal 
in javor of the R edem.ptorist Missions. The mission fields of Siam and Brazil were his 
theme in season and out oj season . H e wrote . .. begging jor funds and material, thanking 
benefactors, opening likety opport1m ities . And he had no secretary . No dollar ever went 
1tnacknowle"dged, never was a cent diverted from its missionary purpose . » 

P . Ios. Brunner, sic thesauros colligens pro suis dilectis Mìssionibus, ma
nebat semper bonus religiosus paupertàtis amantissimus. Itinerans ne centesi
mam quidem nummi partem dilapidabat, sicut eius in itinere comites eiusque 
notulae superstites testantur. Ne ephemeridem quidem recentem emere volebat, 
nisi forte sperabat inde aliquam notitiam suis Missionibus utilem, velut de proxi
ma navigatione in Thailandiam ve! Brasiliam septentrionalem . 

. Sic bonus P. Ios. Brunner non sibi vixit, sed aliis, Christo et animabus . 
Num quis dicet eum stulte fecisse et pro aliis praemature se occidisse? Beatus 
ille, quem amor Christi et animarum Christi sanguine redemptarum sic stul
tum facit! 

P. Iòs Brunner gloriosam resurrectionem exspectat in nostro caetneterio Glen
vtew prope Chicagiam. R.I.P. 

Duo defuncti Consultores Provinciales Provinciae Torontinae : 

i" R. P. losephus Gallagher (I 884~ I 952) 
t ·R. P. Antonius McBriarty (I885~t952) 

Novem sodales Provinciae Torontinae ultimis annis subitane\). morte per 
apoplexiam e vivis sublati sunt. Id Analecta a. 1951 iam narrarunt de Exc.mo 
Archiepiscopo - Geraldo Murray (p. 103 _s.) et de RR. PP. Eduardo Meehan 
(p. qo) atque Alexandro McNeil (p: 141), hoc vero anno de K P. Iacobo Clo
ran (p. 78) . Nunc, proh dolor, idem dicendum de aliis duobus Patribus, qui 
tempore suae mortis Consultoris Provincialis munere fungebantur. 

r. Dominica in Palmis, 6 Aprilis 1952, Toronti in aula nostrae paroeciae 
Germanicae (Settlement House Auditorium) repraesentabatur quoddam drama 
Passionis, cui etiam P. Gallagher intervenire voluit; sed visus est post secundum 
actum, ca. h. 9 p.m., exire. Proculdubio maJe se habebat. Vadit igitur ad suum 
cubiculum in suprema domus contignatione situm. Post mediam noctem, ca. 
h . rz.ss. quidam Pater ibidem ha.bitans audit foris · strepitum. Exit et videt 
Patrem Gallagher in pavimento iacentem nec ullum .vitae signum dantem. At
tamen nondum erat mortuus. Recepit igitur gratiam absolutionis sacramentalis 
et extremae unctionis. Videbatur tunc semi-conscius esse . Brevi post, ca. h. r.rs, 
inter preces confratrum anima ex corpore exivit. 
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