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Jeremiah Keefe, lay blame for his demise on a 

cold caught while Brother Jeremiah walked from 

the garden to the greenhouse of St. Peter’s in St. 

John’s, New Brunswick.  Soon “typhoid 

pneumonia” set in and could not be reversed by 

any means.  Within a week he was dead.   

 Brother Jeremiah was born in Killarney, 

County Kerry, Ireland, on March 16, 1852 or 

1856.  The date of birth given in the Province 

Annals is the latter, and this is the date 
repeated by Father William Barry’s card index.  

Brother Pancratius, in his write up of Brother 

Jeremiah’s life, uses the earlier date.  He was 

invested at Annapolis on August 2, 1876—

though there is no record of this in the annals 

for St. Mary’s, only a mention in Province 

Investiture Book.  The date of admission is 

incorrectly recorded (February 2, 1876) in the 

Province Annals and repeated by the card 

index of Father William Barry.  Brother 

Jeremiah professed on April 11, 1883—though 

there is no record of this in the Province 

Profession Book, only a mention in the annals 

for St. Mary’s.  In the following year, 

according to the General Catalog, he was 

stationed at St. Patrick’s in Toronto—though 

there is no mention of him being assigned 

there in the Province Annals.  However, in the 

last two years of his life, 1888-1889, he is 

listed in the familia domus section of the 

Province Annals for the community of St. 

Peter’s in St. John’s, New Brunswick.  Nor, 

finally, is there agreement on the date of death.  

Brother Pancratius’ obit claims October 15, 

1889, while the Province Annals mark it two 

days later, October 17, 1889.  One thing can be 

confirmed by all, however:  all sources 

consulted are silent on where he is buried.  
 

†   †   † 
 

 For years, Brother Joachim 

Zavodka—a member of the OLPH 

community in Manhattan—had a small statue 

of Brother André Bissette, CSC, on his desk.  

Today it is Saint André.  When Brother 

Joachim died, February 24, 1958, it was 

recalled how similar the two saintly brothers 

were.  He, too, was an amiable porter and 

beloved by all. 

 Born October 31, 1877, in Necpaly, 

Turcianska Zupa, Czechoslovakia, he came to 

America in 1906 and took a job as a waiter.  

Four years later he entered the Congregation.  

He served at Ilchester from 1911-1912 and 

again from 1915-1916.  He served the 

Bohemians at St. Wenceslaus in Baltimore 

from 1916-1918 and again from 1921-1924.  

But the Czech parish of OLPH on East 61
st
 

Street held his heart from 1912-1915, 1918-

1921, and 1924-1958.  

 Owing to his interest in the Oriental 

liturgy, on the evening before his funeral, 

Father Clement Englert intoned a panachida 

before Brother’s coffin—the equivalent of the 

Libera in the Eastern rite. 
†   †   † 


