Father Byrne notes that after the
Redemptorists began to evangelize the
Germans in and around Wheeling they were
the eventual drivers behind the building of
the parish; Bishop Richard Whelan having
supervised the construction of a church in
1856. Mission records in the RABP note
that missions were given in the Diocese in
1870, though it is not known who gave
them. They were recorded on May 19 of
that year, first at St. Francis in Parkersburgh
and then later, between August 28-31, at
Kingwood, Tumelton, Rowelsburgh, and
Cranberry Summit. There’s nothing in the
Baltimore Province records to suggest that
St. Alphonsus was the object of a mission in
that year. But as these are the only recorded
missions in proximity to the date on the
painting, perhaps one of the Redemptorists
sat for the portrait or supplied the artist with
a photograph on one of these occasions.
The item that perhaps tips the scales in
favor of Father Bernard Arant is the sole
photograph of him. Prescinding from the
nimbus that someone felt compelled to add,
we can see that he had a somewhat hooked
nose, fleshy jowels, and puffed chin line.
The photograph shows a bespeckled
man, but it is displaying someone who was
mature (and reading). All the fathers in St.
Philomena’s around the time of the portrait
(1871), Arant comes closest to resembling
the painting. All the others were somewhat

sickly looking with thinning hair. He would
also have been still relatively youthful in
appearance (he was ordained in 1860),
though the subject of the portrait looks only
barely out of his teens.
Do you have a better guess? Contact
the Baltimore Province archivist at
archives@redemptorists.net. – Ed.

Spotlight on the
Brothers…

Brother William was born in
Widenbrueck, Westphalia, on February 15,
1853. On August 27, 1877 he entered as a
candidate and made his profession on April
11, 1883. Brother William was stationed at
North East, Saratoga, Rochester, the Bronx,
and then for 38 years at 3rd Street, New York
City. Here he was porter until his death in
1928. He was propagator of the Purgatorian
Society. He also won great renown for his

Brother William (Conrad Kirchhoff or
Kirchoff) arrived at Most Holy Redeemer on
East Third Street in Manhattan, on July 5,
1890 to become the janitor. His duties were
varied, but he grew to know every inch of
the MHR campus.
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love of prayer, his spirit of faith and
humility.
Brother William found himself in the
middle of a sensational court case in 1897
when a New York City Police Officer,
Frederick Smith, responded to an alarm at
Most Holy Redeemer. Someone had
tampered with the poor box and the alarm
rang in Brother’s room. He quickly
summoned Smith and his partner, Conklin.
Together they investigated the scene in the
Church and Smith gave pursuit to the thief.
In short, two pistol shots rang out and
the Officer was felled by the bullets of the
gun of one Fritz Meyer. The brother ran to
the officer’s aid and thence to the rector to
fetch the oils to anoint him. This was done
moments before Smith breathed his last.
No longer was Brother William
destined for janitorial duties. He had
become so famous he was made porter to the
house—a position he held until his death.
On September 1, 1928 he was taken
sick and forced to retire to his room, for the
first time in years. After a few days he
rallied again and was at his office; however,
he was soon forced to bed again by a
relapse; he had contracted pneumonia. He
died on September 11, 1938. Brother was in
his 75th year.
Father Schagemann, his Rector, upon
his death had a notice printed and sent out to
members of the Purgatorian Society. It goes
as follows:
Brother William, C.Ss.R.
This good Brother, a most zealous
promoter of the Purgatorian Society, died on
September 11, 1928 after a brief illness. For
nearly forty years, Brother William devoted
himself with untiring energy to the work of
making this Society known, and with
greatest care and diligence he attended to the
numerous details of this good work.
Through the extensive correspondence
which he conducted in my name and in the
name of my predecessors in office, through

his unfailing gentleness and kindness
manifested toward those who came in
person to this office, through his spirit of
ardent faith and tender piety, he gained a
host of friends. In behalf of good Brother
William, I ask of these good friends the alms
of prayer for the repose of his soul. –Ed.
Br. William (Conrad) Kirchoff, CSSR
Born: February 15, 1853
Professed: April 11, 1883
Died: September 11, 1928
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