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The parish ministry was a new and ·somewhat exciting work 
for men used to the old countries. There were tiny country churches 
at Glennie's Creek nine miles away, Broke sixteen, Glendonbrook 
eighteen and the exotic sounding Goorangoola at a distance of twenty­
eight miles. The furthest station was at Bolga, forty miles from 
Singleton, which received no more than an occasionai visit 34

• Parish 
work was to require the presence of two Fathers, rarely the same two 
for much more than a few weeks at a time, since the parish commit­
ments had to be fi.tted into a busy schedule of missions. 

The church was in poor shape, since it had to serve during the 
week as a boys' school. As soon as possib1e the boys and theit master 
were transferred to a nearby hall; and the church now became the 
preserve of Brother Lawrence, who lavished on it much skill and 
devoted attention. His beautiful shrine of Our Lady of Perpetuai 
Succour in hand carved cedar remained when the Redemptorists left 
Singleton. Father Vaughan's fastidious nature was offended by what 
he considered the drabness of the church services. To improve them 
he founded a Confraternity under the patronage of St. Cecilia for 
the becoming celebration of the Liturgy. He also compiled and 
published the fi.rst Càtholic hymnal for Australia 35

• The collection 
contained some of the most popular English hymns, a few of his own 
compositions and a number of his beautiful translations from St. 
Alphonsus. 

A matter of acute embarrassment to the superior was the 
parish debt. Nowadays it must make us a little bit envious to learn 
that it amounted to f, 1900. An offer by the parishoners to assume 
responsibility only increa:sed his anxiety lest it put too much strain 
on their incomes 36

• As it tumed out, the debt occasioned a high degree 
of understanding and cooperation between the Fathers and their 
parishoners, so that a quite extensive building programme became 
possible to repair and decorate the churches as well as extend the 
presbytery and schools. One can detect a trace of satisfaction (maybe 
smugness) in Father Vaughan' s report that after fi.ve years he was 
ab le to leave the parish free of debt 37

• 

It must be confessed that from the start the parish work in 
Singleton was not very exciting. On the other hand, the community 

34 Ibid. 

35 The Australian Catholic Hymnal was published in Sydney in 1883. See May­
field Chronicles, I, 53. 

36 Vaughan to Mauron, 23 VI 1882. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 

37 Vaughan to Ulrich, 15 VIII 1887. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 
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soon beoame most enthusiastic about the missions. Their fi.rst ven­
ture was in Lambton, a suburb of Newcastle, in Aprii 1882, even 
before they had. taken up residence in Singleton. Fathers. O'Farrell, 
Hegarty and Halson formed the team, a:nd they found so much to do 
that they could not get to Singleton in time for the opening of the 
foundation, and their superior explained to his new parishoners that 
the mission had proved successful so far beyond · their expectations 
« both in the number of careless Catholics brought back to their 
duties a:nd in the number of converts returning to the true fold, that 
it was necessary to prolong the mission beyond the time fi.xed » 38

• 

Lambton attracted some comment in the Catholic papers 39
• It also 

whetted the appetite of the Fathers for more of thi:s sort of work, and 
they did not have long to wait. 

In September of the same year the Bishop was in Singleton for 
a profession ceremony in the convent, and he suggested that Father 
O'Farrell accompa:ny him on a tour of the remote northern and wes­
tern parts of the diocese 40

• The circuit began at Gunnedah, about 
50 miles from Singleton, which was r·eached by train, the last civilised 
transport the two were to experience on their long journey. To Coo­
nabarabran (inhabited by Coonabarabrannigans as the irrepressible 
O'Farrell could not resist noting), to Bara:dine, to Coonamble, to 
W algett and back to Coonamble and on to Dubbo they travelled 
mainly by coach, a primitive affair one gathers from the description 
of wild Jack O'Leary tearing branches o:ff the gum trees as they passed 
and breaking them over the backs of his horses. Stages were of seventy 
or eighty miles, and the settlements were entirely lacking in either 
comfort or refi.nement. The whole took six weeks, and at its end 
Father Hegarty joined Father O'Farrell for what the latter described 
as « a smashing mission in Sydney, our first in the metropolis » 41

• 

In October of 1882 Father Vaughan, yielding to the insistence 
of his nephew, agreed to preach during the solemn triduum for the 
dedication of St. Mary's Cathedral. To his astonishment, since he was 
always diffident about his preaching, he was simply deluged with 
requests for missions, including one for every parish in the diocese 
of Sandhurst, Victoria, and a similar application from Auckland, New 

38 Shearman, op. cit., l, 21·22. 

39 The Freeman's Journal, Sydney, 21 IV 1882. 

40 The long and highly entertaining description is contained in a letter of 
O'Farrell to his Provincia! Father Macdonald, 7 Xli 1882. The letter is in the Archi­
ves of the lrish Province. 

41 Ibid. 
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Zealand 42
• At that early stage it was hardly possible to. promise 

anything but that the poor Father would appeal to the home Province 
for reinforcemens. 

Early in the following year the community was increased by 
three new arrivals. Father John Stokes, a Limerick man, was another 
of Father Vaughan's foundation community in Scotland 43

• Father Eu­
gene O'Neill from Tipperary was to spend thirty-eight years in Austra­
lia 44

• Brother Joachim Kelly, in spite of his very Irish name, was a 
native of London, no less 45

• The list of works for the year shows 
seventeen missions, which number included an extended campaign by 
Fathers Vaughan, O'Farrell and Hegarty in the New Zealand diocese 
of Dunedin 46

• The Bishop of Dunedin, another Patrick Moran, had 
been a travelling companion of the foundation party in their journey 
from England. 

The ranks were further swelled in 1885 by three arrivals. 
Father Henry Berghman was a Belgian who never lost his accent in 
speaking English, but he was to prove an invaluable addition to the 
team because of his unfailing appeal to the young 47

• Father Domiriic 
Mangan, an Irishman, was constantly dogged by bad health during 
his long service in Australia 48

• The third member of the party was 
Father John Hearne, the fìrst priest to join the Congregation in 
Australia, now returning after his novitiate in England 49

• 

By that time, 1885, it had become evident, painfully so, that 
Singleton was not a suitable home at all. The missions were clearly 
the principal occupation, and it was most inconvenient to be so far 
from the centres of population. Moreover, the presbytery, built for 
two priests, was strained beyond reasonable limits to accomodate a 
community of as many as sixteen men. The men newly arrived from 
England and Ireland found the summer months intolerable. This was 
one of the considerations that moved Father Vaughan to undertake 
campaigns in New Zealand during the months of December, January 
and February each year, because those left at home « would fìnd it 

42 Vaughan to Mauron, 23 X 1882. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Aùstralia, I. 

43 Packer, op. cit., I, 153-154. 

44 Packer, op. cit., II, 26. 

45 Shearman, op. cit., I, 26. 

46 Shearman, op. cit., I, 30. 

47 .Packer, op. cit., Il, 24-25. 

48 Shearman, op. cit., I, 30. 

49 Ibid. 
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more possible to breathe » 50
• That further entailed that the missions 

continued without a break throughout the year. 
Bishop Murray was sympathetic to the extent of assisting in 

the search for a new house. It was mainly through his efforts that 
the site at Waratah was acquired 51

• \Vork commenced there early in 
1886, a:nd after a few months there were usually three or four of the 
community in residence there. The work was completed in 1887, and 
it was decided that the parish in Singleton should be relinquished 
on the feast of the Most Holy Redeemer, 17th. July. 

During its five years the Singleton foundation had a creditable 
record of work. The parish had not been neglected, as the Bishop 
reported to Father Mauron 52

• The missions had expanded into Victoria 
as well as New Zealand; and during a scorching February in 1886 
they even crossed the South Australian border to Mt. Gambier and 
Millicent. The Bishop explained to the people of Singleton that thè 
Fathers had been correct in deciding to devote themselves exclusively 
to the missions. Even though the good Sisters were moved to tears, 
everybody who had seen the comings and goings of the past five years 
knew that he ·spoke the truth. Two days later the new Pastor arrived, 
and the Redemptorists left their first Australian home 53

• 

Expansion 

· The site at Waratah was acquired principally through the ef" 
forts and good will of Bishop Murray, who deserves the utmost gra­
titude for his generosity towards the Congregation. As early as 1881 
he had assured Father Mauron that if parish duties should be found 
inconvenient, he would at once arrange for an alternative founda­
tion 54

• When early in 1884 a desirable property in the suburb of 
Mereweather was not acquired because of the long delay in getting à 
reply from Rome, Father Vaughan suggested that the Father Generai 
delegate to the Bishop his right of approvai of a future purchase of 
land 55

• That is how the land was bought at Waratah. The place 

so Vaughan to Mauron, 4 IX 1883. AG&, Provincia Hibernicà, Australia, I. 

SI Shearman, op. cit., I, 37-39. 

52 Murray . to .rviauron, 6 II 1883. AGR, Provincia. Hibernica, Australia, I. 

53 Shearman, op. cit., I, 36. 

54 Murray to Mauron, 31 X 1881. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australià, I.. 
ss Vaughan to Mauron 10 VI 1884, AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 
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had been known as Harbottle Hill, a name which Father Vaughan 
promptly changed to Mount Saint Alphonsus. 

The ~~sDop ar:<tnged for a spectacular ceremony for laying the 
founè.;.o:ion stone ·Jn 3rd. December 1885. The occasion was most 
favourable, sir: _e i t carne at the dose of a Plenary Council of the 
Bishops of Australia and New Zealand. The Bishop insisted that 
Father F aughan attend the Council and invite the newly created Car­
din'?: Moran to lay the foundation stone. The Cardinal's presence en­
:.Jred the very large attendance of Bishops and dergy that the wily 
Bishop had expected, and this was a rare event in Australia where 
distance was always such a: barrier. There is no record of how many 
people were present on the occasion, but Father Vaughan was able 
to report a collection of more than f. 4.000 56

• The house was opened 
in 1887, the centenary year of the death of St. Alphonsus, and 
fittingly, on 2nd. August. There was once more a distinguished gathe­
ring, which this time included Archbishop Thomas Joseph Carr, 
recently appointed to Melbourne 57

• 

Now that the parish of Singleton no longer daimed every spare 
monient, it was possible to think about a house in Victoria. The 
southern State owed its rapid growth to the gold rushes of the fìfties. 
Thirty years later most of the diggers had turned their attention to 
the rich grazing lands the explorer Major Mitchell had called « Austra­
lià Felix». Melbourne, the capitai of the new State, already had a 
population greater than that of Sydney. The people, now becoming 
settled after. the exdtement of the gold days, were, as the Fathers 
quickly discovered, eager for the missions. 

In 1885 Father Vaughan with Fathers O'Farrell and Stokes 
conducted a mission in St. Kilda, a Melbourne suburb. In spite of 
its being held in the bleak winter months of June and July, it was 
a success far beyond anything the missioners had yet known. Father 
O'Farrell sent a long account to Father Macdonald, the English Pro­
vmcial, telling of the crowds that thronged the confessionals' the few 
hours' sleep the missioners could snatch each night, the loud burst of 
applause that greeted news that the mission would be extended and 
the loud weeping and lamentation that accompanied Father Vaughan's 
closing sermon 58

• 

56 Vaughan to Ulrich, 3 I 1886. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 

57 The Freeman's Journi.J.l, Sydney, 6 VIII 1887. 

58 O'Farrell to Macdonald, Feast of the Most Holy Redeemer 1885. AGR, Pro­
vincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 
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That closing night was full of drama. In the highly emotional 
atmosphere the parish priest, Dr. Corbett, afterwards Bishop of Sale, 
announced that he intended to hand over his parish to the Redempto­
rists so that they might have a base in Victoria 59

• Father O'Fartell 
was anxious to accept the offer, but the experience of Singleton pro­
ved enough to discourage the project. In any case, it was evident that 
other opportunities would soon be offering. In the following year 
there were missions in the Cathedrals of Melbourne, Bendigo and 
Ballarat. The Bishop of Ballarat, James Moore, made up his mind to 
bring the Redemptorists to his diocese, and he was a hard man to 
refuse. 

Father Vaughan was literally rushed off his feet during the 
Ballarat mission. The Bishop was determined to settle the Fathers 
on a property of his own called Ebor; but the good Father does not 
seem to have had a chance to see it, and he thought it best to warn 
Father Macdonald to be careful of Bishop Moore 60

• There was some 
exchange of letters between the Bishop and the Provincia!, and Bishop 
Moore concluded his dealings when he called on Father Mauron 
during his 'ad limina' visit late in 1887 61

• Even though misgivings 
about Ebor remained, the Bishop had his way 62

• 

The new community was giveh Father O'Farrell as superior. 
His companions were to be Father O'Neill, Father Halson, coming 
back to his goldfields and Father William Plunkett, whose appoint­
ment was greeted with delight by his friends in Australia. Father 
Plunkett travelled from England with the Bishop, and in Melbourne 
they were joined by the three Fathers from Waratah together with 
Brothers Lawrence and Joachim. Since the Bishop had also gathered 
a community of Holy Spirit Fathers as well as two communities of 
nuns, it was an impressive company that proceeded to the Cathedral 
in Ballarat to a welcoming peal of the City Hall bells. The Bishop 
had a flair for publicity 63

• 

Early next morning Father Halson who knew the country, set 
out from the Bishop's hoùse to look at their new home. He reported 
glumly on his return that he had a four mile walk ·to get there and 
ali he found was a two-roomed shanty 64

• I t was the middle of N<>-

59 Ibid. 

60 Vaughan to Macdonald, 1Ò XII 1886. Archives of the English Province. 

61 Moore to Macdonald, 21 I 1888. Archives of the English Province. 

62 Macdonald to Moore, 17 VIII 1888. Archives of the English Province. 

63 Shearman, op. cit., Il, 21-24. 

64 Ibid. 
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vember 1888, and Father O'Farrell decided to put off occupying the 
shanty, since there were missions to keep everybody busy until the 
end of the year. Finally he himself with the two Brothers went out 
to Ebor on New Year's Eve. It as far worse than they had expected. 
To their horror they discovered that no preparation had been made, 
neither furniture nor food, and no chance of :finding shops open for 
a couple of days 65

• 

Father O'Farrell lost no time about letting the Bishop know 
that conditions at Ebor were simply insupportable. He was informed 
curtly that nothing could be done. For a year the community put up 
with impossible quarters, and then in desperation Fathf;:!r O'Farrell 
asked his superior to come with him to put his case to the Bishop. 
The meeting took piace in Melbourne, and there was plenty of 
straight talk on both sides with the two Fathers making it plain that 
they would not ·agree to remaining in Ebor, .and on that note the 
meeting ended. An hour later they were asked to come back, and 
Bishop Moore now offered them a much more suitable position in the 
suburb of Wendouree 66

• 

The blunt talking with the Bishop seems to have cleared the 
air. Once work began on the house at Wendouree, he showed himself 
more than generous 67

• The community was able to leave Ebor in Sep­
tember 1893. 

One reason why the Ballarat foundation was retained in spite 
of extreme discomfort was that its record of missions from the begin­
ning outstripped that of Waratah. When Ballarat showed a report of 
fìfty-two missions in 1890, Father Vaughan, who now had the title 
of Visitor, thought it well to restrain Father O'Farrell's exuberance 68

• 

He had little success, and year by year the numbers mounted, until in 
1894, the year of Father Vaughan's return to England, they numbered 
seventy-three with 365 converts, « one for every day », as Fathe.r 
Shearman gleefully comments 69

• 

From the start the missions were dearly the principal, and 
practically the sole work of the Redemptorists in Australia. This was 
a point stressed by Bishop · Murray whèn he explained to the people 
of Singleton why the Fathers w ere leaving their · parish 70

• W e can 

65 O'Farrell to Macdonald, 3 I 1889. Archives of the English Province. · 

66· Vaughan to Macdonald,· 29 r· 1890. Archives of the · Australian Province. 

67 Shearman, op. cit., Il, 44; 

68 Shearman, op. cit., U, 47. · 

69 Shearman, op. cit., Il, 63. 

70 Vaughan to Ulrich, 15 VIII 1887. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 
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form some assessment of the mission work by referring to the records 
of Apostolic Labours which were kept meticulously, but it is necessary 
to give some life to the statistics. An artide on missions appeared in 
the Australasian Catholic Record in 1895 over the signature C.SS.R. 71

• 

The ,author was Father John Burke of the Waratah community. It 
explained the various exercises of the mission in terms that· are fami­
liar enough to us, but which must have been enlightening to dergy 
in Australia where Redemptorist missions were stili a novelty. More 
informative is a highly coloured account which appeared surprisingly 
enough in the French periodica! Le Correspot'idant. The author was 
J. Lemire who used material supplied by his brother, Achille Lemire 
G.S.Sp., parish priest of Maryborough in Victoria 72

• 

Of the fìrst mission in Sydney, late in 1882, Father Shearman 
remarks that « it marked an era in the wotk » 73

• That is a fair com­
ment. Previously, the practice in Australia had been to have courses 
of sermons, usually lasting about a week and conducted by a priest, 
religious or diocesan, · with some reputation for preaching. The Re­
demptorists caused some surprise, apparently, when they sent two 
men to tiny St. Michael's, Dawes Point, for a fortnight. In larger 
parishes like St. Kilda a month was usually devoted to the work. In 
those fìrst years the missioners for the most part, knowing little of 
the country, dedded only after their arri val in the parish how long 
they would need to remain. When Cardinal Moran objected to the 
practice, Father Vaughan warmly declated that he would not dream 
of leavin:g a parish until consciences had been set at peace 74

: 

Seen in this light, the tally of missions and retreats to clergy 
and religious represents an apostolate that was pvactically uninterrup­
ted. In 1883 Father Vaughan wrote: « Our missions and retreats 
follow orte another as quickly as our numbers permit » 75

• But num­
bers alone cann:ot give the real picture. Most of the work was in the 
thinly populated country parishes, like Wollombi in the Maitland 

71 C.SS.R., On Missions, in The Australasiàn Catholic Record, Sydney, 1st. se­
ries, l (1895) 321-336. 

72. Ab bé J. U:mire, Le catholicisme en Australie, .in Le Corre$pondant, Paris, 66 
(1894). 201-225, 684-708, 1001-1023. It was published also as a separate work in Paris in 
1894. There i!;'an:exèellentnote on the arithor in Alec R .. Vidler, A Celitury of.Sociàl 
Catholicism, London, 1964. Lemire, one of the so-called Liberai Catholics attracted to 
Le Correspondant, was a somewhat uncritical anglophile, author of a life of Cardi­
nal Manning. 

73 Shearman; op; cit., I, 31. 

74 Shearman, op. cit., I, 78. 

75 Vaughan to Mauron, 4 IX 1883. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, l. 
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diocese, where Father Hegarty travelled some hundreds of miles over 
appalling roa:ds to visi t the people, many of w horn· had never seen a 
priest in their lives. Not everybody could note like old · Boanerges ' 
that « ali carne to their duties except two or three » 76

• lnstances like 
that or like Father O'Farrell's wild ride to Coonamble and Walgett 
in 1882 give a glimpse of what the Australian missions were really 
like. DistJance was as ever the biggest problem, so that it was neces­
sary to undertake . several works within easy reach of one another. 
Consequently, when a mìssioner left home, he could expect to be 
away for anything up to six months. During Father Vaughan's twelve 
years in the country the missions ranged from Cooktown to Adelaide. 
A look at the map of Australia will be enough to show that « the 
tyranny of distance » is more than just a dever turn of phrase. 

W ork in the confessional seems to ha ve been particularly de­
manding. Descriptions like Father O'Farrell's account of St. Kilda with 
people waiting for hours outside the confessionals are not infrequen:t. 
What is more revealing is the experience of ignorance and muddled 
consciences. Of Dunedin evangelised on the fìrst visit to New Zea­
land, Father Vaughan reported: « We could scarcely manage to bear 
twenty confessions in a day of eight or nine hours » 77

• And this sort 
of thing was not a rare occurrence. What is surprising is that these 
protracted and involved confessions seem to have been just as fre­
quent in the larger cities like Dunedin as they were in the outback. 

Another surprising feature of the missions was one noted by 
Lemire, who con.sidered them olie of the principal sources of conver­
sions. to the Catholic Church 78

• · Mission reports regularly noted the 
number of co:tiverts, and they are impressive: sixty in Brisbane in 
1889, fifty in Ballarat in 1892 and so on. The total for the twelve 
years Father Vaughan spent in Australia was just short of two thou­
sand. There was no trace of prosdytising in the missions, no a polo~ 
getic or polemica! preaching. At the most, there was usually a brief 
notice to announce that those who wished to know inore about the 
Catholic religion could contact one of the missioners or the priests 
of the padsh. The Fathers did not undertake to instruct the candi­
dàtes: ii was scarcely possible with their eight or nine hours a dayin 
t:he confessionaL I t appears that the conversions carne about very much 
as Lemire put it: « Led by curiosity, h e goes to hear a sermort by a 

76 Mayfield Domestic Archives, Apostolic Labours, December 1887. 

77 Vaughan to Ulrich, 15 I 1884. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 

78 Lemire, op. cit., 216. 
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Redemptorist, and touched by his words, has himself received into 
the Church » 79

• Really, the phenomenon of the conversions during, 
the missions indicate, if anything, the quite extraordinary impact of 
the mission on the whole population, Catholics and others. 

Profile o/ a Pioneer 

Life for the :first Redemptorists in Australia was busy and ex­
citing; and at :first sight Edmund Vaughan must appear as badly cast 
in the role of their leader. One of the Sydney dailies offered its rea­
ders a description of him on the occasion of his mission in St. Mary's 
Cathedral in 1884. 

. Father Vaughan who is, we understand, the head or superior of the 
Australian branch of the Redemptorist Order, is said to be a very learned 
theologian, and a man of wide and genuine scholarship. To the ordinary 
observer he presents the appearance of a venerable and cultured gentleman 
with a calm and unaffected manner. It is not hard to distinguish even in 
the intellectual, ascetic features of Father Vaughan a resemblance to those 
of the noble looking and accomplished man whose statuesque form was 
once so familiar in St. Mary's 80• 

The comparison with the elegant good looks of Roger Bede 
is unduly flattering, but the rest of the picture is very likely accurate. 
It is the portra:it of a scholar, a recluse, rather than of a man of 
action. His companions, however, had their own views. To Father 
O'Farrell he was usually « our grand old chief ». And Father Plunkett 
could :find no better t·ecommendation for Father O'Farrell than that 
he had « learnt from his superior his mode of acting and governing » 81

• 

His Provincia! has left a report on him suggesting an amiable, naive 
character whom it would be hard to dislike. « He is inclined to see 
everything more as he would like it to be than as it really is » 82

• 

There is ampie evidence in Father Viaughan's letters that the descrip~ 
tion is iusti:fied. 

Regarding himself, however, he could be genuinely criticai. He 
often spoke of himself as unsuccessful as a preacher. This hardly did 

79 Ibid. 

so The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, 3 III 1884. 

8! Plunkett to Raus, 31 VIII 1894. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I.. 

82 Visitation Report, 1889. AGR, Provincia Anglica, Relationes Visitationum. 
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himself justice, as is clear from the scenes of emotion at his closing 
sermon in St. Kilda. In other matters he showed a similar diffidence, 
and he readily allowed Father O'Farrell to represent the Congregation 
on public ocmsions. It was certainly not weakness, since when there 
was occasion to speak strongly with Cardinal Moran and Bishop 
Moore, he did not hesitate. 

The real difficulty, as he understood perfectly, was the hosti~ 
lity of the Irish clergy in AustraHa towards Englishmen. Bishop 
Murray spelled it out in a letter to Father O'F1arrell 83

• Father Vau­
ghan himself was always painfully aware of the delicacy of his posi­
tion: after àll, he must have learnt something from his nephew, 
Roger Bede. This was the reason for allowing Father O'Farrell to 
take more than his share of the limelight, as he explained in a visi~ 
tation report. 

Regarding his relations to the founding of the Congregation in 
Australia, some explanation seems to be necessary, as your Paternity was 
not yet in Rome in 1882. The good Bishop of Maitland who obtaìned the 
foundation · in 1882 was no t a t ali pleased that I was appointed superior, 
but he was too loyal to complain of the nomination, and he has always 
been most friendly towards me; But from the beginning · it was Father 
O'Farrell who won the popularity among Bishops, clergy and people. His 
good humour, his rich and sympathetic voice, his Irish accent have gained 
him a powerful influence. And since he was wholly loyal to me, I gladly 
used him for the most important missions. So it has come about that ali 
the Bishops in· Australia are dcvoted to him 84• 

It is surprising that he should say that Bishop Murray was 
disappointed a t his nomination. Certainly, the Bishop never gave 
the slightest sign of animosity. I t was different with Cardinal Moran. 
A situation ofparticular delicacy was created by the Cardinal's refu­
sal-to arrange for the burial of his predecessor in St. Mary's Cathe­
dral, with the result that the .. body of Roger Bede Vaughan lay un­
buried in a celiar for more than half a century. The Cardinal also 
wrote to Father O'Farrell and in much stronger terms than · Bishop 
Murray, stressing that English superiors of any kind were simply not 
wanted in Australia 85

• 

Edmund Vaughan kept secret ali his life something which 
would surely have made his relations with the Gardinal impossibly 
strained. The letter from his nephew, Herbert, telling of the Arch-

83 Visitation Report 1894. AGR, Provincia Ang!ica, Relationes Visitationum. 

ss Moran to O'Farrell, 12 II 1894. AGR, Provincia Anglica, VI. 
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bishop's sudden death in England added that Cardinals Manning and 
Howard had determined to use their influence in Rome in order 
to have Edmund appointed to succeed hitn. Father Vaughan added a 
postscript to a: letter he had just complefed to Father Mauron, giving 
his reasons for wishirig to avo id the responsibility, and among them 
h e stressed one in particular. 

All the older suffragan Bishops are Irish, as well as the majority 
of the priests and almost all the people. They desire and demand loudly 
and insistently a Bishop of their own nationality. Perhaps the Holy See 
will not agree with them - but if it does not, let it be somebody whÒ 
is experienced in governing a diocese, who would have nothing to learn 
from suffragans hostile to him, and whose talents and reputation would 
enable him to bear with honour the dignity of a very high position 86• 

He certainly put his finger on the real issue in the Sydney 
succession. The appointment of the Archbischop was the occasion for 
Rome's recognising the decidedly Irish character of the Church in 
Australia. lt was also the occasion of controversy and intrigue that 
atttacted the attention of the secular press to an extent that can only 
be called scandalous. Strong feelings were aroused. There was clearly 
justice in the demand for an Irish Archbishop reflecting the quality 
of the Catholic population, but on the other hand Archbishops Pol­
ding and Vaughan had more than enough experience of quarrelsome 
Irish clergy to make them fear what would come with an Irishman 
at the top. Matthew Quinn of Bathurst went to Rome to look after 
the Irish case. He was evidently puzzled by the activities of the 
English party, but could fìnd no due as to the identity of their 
candidate 87

• 

The Holy See appears to have favoured from the beginning 
the Irish cause. The nomination of Patrick Francis Moran of Ossory 
marked a new era both for Sydney and Australia. the half century 
of EngHsh and Benedictine influence was defìnitely over. One .man 
who regretted the change was Cardinal Manning, who gave voice to 
bis chagrin in a letter to Herbert Vaughan a fortnight after Moran's 
appointment. « There are great blackguards in Sydney. I have written 
to Father O'Sullivan fully confìrming his statement: and returned 
Archbishop POlding's letter to him » 88

• 

86 Vaughan to Mauron, 16 II 1884. AGR, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 

87 Quinn's letters to Bishop Murray rnay be seen in the Maitland diocesan 
archi ves. 

88 Manning to Herbert Vaughan 6 I,V 1884. Aichives òf the Oblates. of St. Char-
les, Bayswater, England. · 
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Sooner or later English domination of Sydney had to be challen· 
ged by the Irish: it was just Edmund Vaughan's misfortune to be 
caught in the crossfue. Really, the incident of his candidacy has 
little moresignificance than that. It is worth mentioning, though, that 
it occasioned a revealing comment on Manning's intervention. It 
carne in his letter to Father Mauron; and it is as dose as the good 
man ever carne to being caustic. « This sort of person, once they 
have made choice of an unfortunate, propose him on every occasion 
that offers for ·a Bishopric, whether in England, Scotland or Tim­
buctoo! » 89

• 

There was probably never any likelihood that Edmund Vaughan 
would become Archbishop of Sydney. Nor does Manning's advocacy 
prove that he had the qualities of leadership: it is no more than just 
another instance of the Cardinal's almost compulsive intriguing. 
Father Vaughan should be judged solely by the record of his twelve 
pioneering years in Australia. And it is more to his cr.edit to quote 
what Lemire wrote in 1894, the year of his return to England. 

The Order of the Redemptorists is of all the religious Orders in 
Australia, the most popular, the most useful, the most supernatural, if I 
may so express myself. Undoubtedly, other Orders work like them and 
side by side with them, but their success seems to me much less brilliant. 
Such is the opinion of priests whom I have consulted and who speak 
with knowledge of the facts 90. 

That is altogether too fulsome, of course. The abbé, or rather 
his brother, had become a friend of the Australian Redemptorists. 
There is, though, some measure of truth in the eulogy. It is certainly 
very much to the credit of the superior that the Congregation in so 
short a time should bave become known over so wide an area - from 
North Queensland to South Australia and across the Tasman. They 
were twelve fruitful years. Materially, there was not a great deal to 
show beyond the two quite imposing houses of Waratah and Ballarat. 
The true 'achievements were those of the missions. Again it is hard 
to resist the temptation to leave the description to the enthusiastic 
Lemire. 

May God continue to bless the ministry of the Redemptorist Fathers. 
He seems to have made of them the most edifying models the better to 
secure the future of the young Australian Church. So long as is heard the 

89 Vaughan to Mauron, 16 II 1884. AGR,, Provincia Hibernica, Australia, I. 

90 Lemire, op. cit., 703. 
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preaching of this band of apostles, the Faith will live, and Catholic piety 
will be assured 91. 

The record of missions in Singleton, Waratah and Ballarat is 
ali the commendation Edmund Vaughan needs to show that his twelve 
years had laid solid foundations on which others could build. In 
1894 he received word that he had been appointed English Provin­
cia!. At once he wrote a personal letter to each of the confreres in 
Ballarat: parting always carne hard to him. He set out for England 
leaving behind him a land he had himself evangelised from north to 
south, and which he had come to love. 

91 Lemire, op. cit., 707. 



JosEF PFAB 

DE FACULTATE DISPENSANDI VOTA 
IN CONGREGATIONE SANCTISSIMI REDEMPTORIS EMISSA 

I. - In Actis 1 Capituli Generalis XVIII Congregationis Sanctissimi 
Redemptoris anno 1967 Romae celebrati - prima sessionum perio­
do - septies sermo est de facultate dispensandi vota a sodalibus Con­
gregationis Sanctissimi Redemptoris emissis, nempe: pag. 80, n. 4, 
prop. 73 et 74; pag. 82, prop. 73 et 74; pag. 94, n. 8, prop. 22; 
pag. 214, n. 25; pag. 219, n. 12. 

II. - Antequam isti textus Capituli Generalis animadversionibus or­
nati possint, probandum est in Congregatione Sanctissimi Redemp­
toris praeter Summum Ponti:ficem etiam Rectorem Maiorem seu Su­
periorem Generalem sodalibus dispensationem a votis concedere pos­
se. Immo, vota publica religiosa simplicia paupertatis, castitatis et 
oboedientiae necnon iuramentum perseverantiae, quae a sodalibus 
Congregationis Sanctissimi Redemptoris nuncupantur, sub hac condi­
ciane nuncupari, ut a Summo Ponti:fice vel a Superiore Generali seu 
Rectore Maiore dispensari queant. 

Et ita valet iam ab initio Congregationis Sanctissimi Re­
demptori-s. 

III. - Quoad terminologiam animadvertendum est: 
Ab initio Congregationis ( 17 4 9) usque ad Capitulum Generale 

196 3: « Constitutiones et Regulae » significa t textum a Sancta Sede 
approbatum (i.e. Regulam Ponti:ficiam); « Constitutiones » signi:ficat 
textum a Capitulis Generalibus approbatum. 

Capitulum Generale 1963 introduxit sequentem terminologiam: 

t Acta integra Capituli Generalis XVII Congregationis Sanctissimi Redempto­
ris Romae celebrati 1967 et 1969, Romae [1970]. 
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« Constitutiones » signi:fi.cat textum a Sancta Sede approbatum (i.e. 
Regulam PontHìdam); « Statuta Capitularia » signi:fi.cat textus a Ca­
pitulo Generali approbatos. 

IV. - Probatur facultas Superioris Generalis dispensandi a votis a so­
dalibus Congregationis Sanctissimi Redemptoris emissis, seu probatur 
sodales Congregationis Sanctissimi Redemptoris vota sua religiosa 
semper sub hac condicione nuncupare, ut vel a Summo Ponti:fi.ce .vel 
a Rectore Maiore dispensari possint: 

l. - In Litteris Apostolicis («Ad Pastoralis ») in forma Brevis die 
25 februarii 1749 editis, quibus Benedictus XIV « Constitutiones et 
Regulas » Congregationis Sanctissimi Redemptoris approbavit, legitur: 

a. - in Parte II, Cap. I, § IV: «Agli altri voti già ·detti, uniranno 
il voto di perseveranza. Con questo si obbligheranno i soggetti a vive­
re sino alla morte nella Comunità, né chiederne dispensa, che al Som­
mo Pontefice, o Rettore Maggiore; restando sempre la libertà al Ret­
tore Maggiore di mandar via quei soggetti, che non saranno di edi:fi.­
cazione: sebbene dovrà egli seriamente pesarne le cagioni innanzi a 
Dio, ed in questo specialmente procederà con somma rettitudine, e 

al 
. 2 senza cuna passiOne » . 

b. - in Parte III, Cap. II, n. III: « Se si saranno ben portat1 m 
quest'anno di prova, colla licenza del Rettore Maggiore, fatti altri quin­
dici giorni di esercizj spirituali più rigorosi, saranno ammessi all'obla­
zlone, facendo i voti semplici di castità, povertà, ed ubbidienza, col 
voto, e giuramento di perseveranza a bene:fi.cio della Congregazione 
accettante: i quali voti, e giuramento non possono essere rilasciati, né 
dispensati, che dal Sommo Pontefice, o dal Rettore Maggiore, e con 
questa condizione sempre s'intendano farsi» 3

• 

2. - In Actis Capituli Generalis anni 17 64 repetuntur textus « Consti­
tutionum et Regularum » (i.e. Regulae Ponti:fi.ciae) supra (III, l, a-b) 
citati\ et datur sequens explicatio in Constitutionibus ab isto Capi­
tulo latis: 

2 Codex Regularum et Constitutionum Congregationis SS. Redemptoris necnon 
Statutorum a Capitulis Generalibus annis 1764, 1855, 1894, Romae 1896, p. 11. - Quae­
dam sententiarum partes in textibus Regularum et Constitutionuin litteris inclinatis 
cusae . sunt, quo modo auctor illas clarius proferre vult. 

3 lbid., p. 23. 

4 Ibid., n. 339, p. 158; n. 900, p. 345. 
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a. - Constitutio n. 341: « Solutionem porro huius jurisjurandi con­
gregatis a nullo petere licet nec valide impetrare possunt, nisi a patre 
Rectore Maiore vela Summo Pontifice, ut jam de ipso perseverantiae 
voto statutum est: et si quis congregatus, ea mente delinqueret, ut e 
Congrega tione dimitteretur, ac voto rum et iuramenti dispensationem 
obtineret, eo ipso temporis articulo, quo id apud animum suum decer­
neret, grave peccatum admitteret contra votum illud ac juramentum: 
dispensatio tamen, si forte obtenta fuerit, rata erit » 5• 

b. - Constitutio n. 343: « Demum, si quis ex Congregatione expella­
tur, ita accipiendum est, ut simul quoque voti paupertatis, castitatis 
et oboedientiae, necnon voti et iuramenti perseverantiae obligatione 
solvatur » 6

• 

3. - Capitulum Generale anni 1785, explicans « Constitutiones et 
Regulas » (i.e. Regulam Pontificiam), statuit~ « Proibendo la Rego­
la, parte 3, c. 2, n. 2, che i voti e giuramento fatti da' soggetti nella 
loro professione, non possano essere dispensati che dal Sommo Pon­
tefice, o dal Rettore Maggiore, il Capitolo riflettendo ai disordini ac­
caduti, ha formato il seguente decreto: Proibisce a tutti gli individui 
della Congregazione sotto formai precetto di ubbidienza di partire 
dalle case, ove restano assegnati, senza espressa licenza » 

7
• 

4. - Capitulum Generale, quod anno 1793 celebratum est, item ex­
plicans « Constitutiones et Regulas » (i.e. Regulam Pontifìciam) 
decrevit: 

a. - «Nella stessa mattina degli otto del corrente si è parlato delle 
facoltà che non si accordano al Vicario della Provincia, e sono: l o Che 
non può ingerirsi nella espulsione dalla Congregazione di qualche 
soggetto professo, la quale ricerca la dispensa dei voti e del giuramento 
di perseveranza, ch'è riserbata al solo Rettore Maggiore » 8

• 

b. - « La dispensa de' V ati, e Giuramenti è riserbata al Sommo Ponte­
fice, o al Rettore Maggiore. Il Capitolo Generale ordina che nel punto 
di espulsione di qualche Soggetto dalla Congregazione deve il Rettore 

s Ibid., pp. 159-159. 

6 Ibid., pp. 159-160. 

7 Acta integra Capitulorum Generalium Congregationis SS. Redemptoris ab anno 
1749 usque ad annum 1894 celebratorum, Romae 1899, n. 144, p. 66. 

s Ibid., n. 257, p. 96. 
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Maggiore consultarsi con tutti i sei Consultori Generali capitolarmen­
te uniti, e mancando una tale Consulta, sarà nullo l'atto della di­
spensa e della espulsione » 9 • 

c. - « Il licenziare qualche Soggetto dalla Congregazione, e dispensar­
gli i voti, e il giuramento di Perseveranza spetta al Rettore Maggiore, 
ma il Capitolo ha prescritto su questo punto alcune cautele per pro­
cedere con tutta l'avvedutezza, come si è notato nel Cap. X di que­
ste Costituzioni del voto di Perseveranza » 10

• 

5. - In Actis Integris Capituli Generalis anno 1855 celebrati inve­
nitur sequens versio latina textus italici « Constitutionum et Regula­
rum » a Benedicto XIV anno 17 49 approbatarum: 

a. - « Votis, jam supradictis, addent votum Perseverantiae, vi cujus 
obligabuntur Subjecti, vivere, ad mortem usque, in Communitate, nec 
ab iis petere dispensationem, nisi a Summo Ponti/ice, vel Rectore 
Maiore, cum liberum semper sit Rectori Majori, dimittere illos Sub­
jectos, qui non erunt aedificationi, quamvis ipsum hujus motiva, se­
rio, coram Deo, ponderare oportebit; et in hoc specialiter summa cum 
rectitudine, et absque ullo pravo affectu, procedat » 11

• 

b. - « Si bene se gesserint per hunc annum probationis, cum licen­
tia Rectoris Majoris, factis denuo per quindecim dies, sed rigorosius, 
exercitiis spiritualibus, ad oblationem admittentur nuncupando vota 
simplicia Castitatis, Paupertatis, et Oboedientiae, cum voto et jura­
mento Perseverantiae in beneficium Congregationis acceptantis: quae 
vota et juramentum non possunt relaxari nec dispensari nisi a Summo 
Ponti/ice, vel a Rectore Majore; et hac sub condicione sempe1' nuncu-

. t u part censen ur » . 

c. - Denique a Capitulo Generali 1855 ad rem dantur sequentes 
Constitutiones: 

n. 716, 2: « Solutionem porro huius jurisjurandi Congregatis a nullo 
petere licet, nec valide impetrare possunt, nisi a Patre Rectore Majore, 

· 9 Ibid., n: 375, p. 143. 

IO /bid., n. 394, p. 152. 

Il ibid., n. 715, p. 358. 

12 Ibid., n. 884, p. 429. 
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vel a Summo Pontifice, ut iam, de ipso perseverantiae voto, statutum 
est: et, si quis Congregatus, ea mente, delinqueret, ut a Congrega­
tione dimitteretur, ac votorum, et juramenti dispensationem obtine­
ret, eo ipso temporis articulo, quo id apud animum suum decerneret, 
grave peccatum admitteret contra votum illud, ac juramentùm: dispen­
satio tamen, si forte obtenta fuerit, rata eri t », 

n. 716, 4: « Demum, si quis e Congregatione expellatur, ita accipien­
dum est, ut simul quoque voti paupertatis, castitatis, et oboedientiae, 
necnon voti, et juramenti perseverantiae obligatione solvatur » 13

• 

6. - Quum post promulgationem Codicis Iuris Canonici omnes 
Constitutiones èt Regulae revisendae essent, Capitulum Generale anni 
19 21 hoc o pus perfecit 14

• Textus Regulae Pontifìciae revisus di e 25 
februarii 1922 demum approbationem obtinuit a S. Congregatione de 
Religiosis. Ibi legitur quoad dispensationem votorum: 

a. - in Parte II, Cap. I, § IV: « Votis jam supradictis addent in 
actu professionis perpetuae votum perseverantiae; vi cujus obligabun­
tur subjecti vivere ad mortem usque in Communitate, nec ab iis petere 
dispensationem nisi a Summo Ponti/ice, vel Rectore Majore, cum libe­
rum semper sit Rectori Majori, salvo Jure, dimittere illos subjectos, 
qui non erunt aedifi.cationi, quamquam ipsum huius motiva serio co­
ram Deo ponderare oportebit; et in hoc specialiter summa cum recti­
tudine et absque ullo pravo affectu proceda t » 15

• 

b. - in Parte III, Cap. II, n. III: «Si bene se gesserint; per hoc 
tempus probationis, cum licentia Rectoris Majoris, factis denuo per 
quindecim dies, sed rigorosius, exercitiis spiritualibus, ad oblationem 
temporariam admittentur, nuncupando vota simplicia castitatis, pau­
pertatis et oboedientiae. Tempore a Jure et a Rectore Majore statuto, 
admittentur ad oblationem perpetuam, nuncupando eadem vota, 
adjectisque voto et juramento perseverantiae in benefi.cium Congrega­
tionis acceptantis: quae vota et iuramentum non possunt relaxari, nec 
dispensari, nisi a Summo Ponti/ice vel Rectore Majore; et hac sub 
condicione semper nuncupari censentur » 16

• 

13 lbid., n. 716, pp. 358-359. 

14 Acta integra Capituli Generalis XII Congregationis. SS. Redemptoris Romae 
celebrati anno MCMXXI, Romae 1922. 

15 Constitutions et Regulae Congregationis Sacerdotum sub titulo SS. Redempto­
ris, Romae 1936, p. 43. 

16 lbid., p. 56. 
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c. - . In Constitutionibus Capitularibus, a Capitulo Generali anni 
19 21 la tis, ad rem legitur: 

n. 339: « Solutionem porro hujus jurisjurandi Congregati a nemine 
licite petere aut valide impetrare possunt, nisi a Patre Rectore Majore 
vel a Summo Pontifice, ut iam de ipso Perseverantiae voto statutum 
est; et si quis Congregatus ea mente delinqueret, ut e Congregatione 
dimitteretur, ac voto rum et juramenti dispensationem obtineret, eo 
ipso temporis articulo, quo id apud animum suum decerneret, grave 
peccatum admitteret contra votum illud ac juramentum: dispensatio 
tamen, si forte obtenta fuerit, rata erit » 17

• 

n. 342: « Demum, si quis e Congregatione expellatur, ita accipien­
dum est, ut simul quoque voti paupertatis, castitatis et obedientiae, 
itemque voti et juramenti perseverantiae obligatione solvatur » 18

• 

7. - Denique Capitulum Generale XVI anni 1963 iterum « Regulam 
Pontifìciam » mutavit; guae mutatio die 2 februarii 1964 a S. Con­
gregatione de Religiosis approbata est 19

; Ad quaestionem nostram 
ibi legitur: « Votis iam supra dictis addent in actu professionis per­
petuae votum et iuramentum perseverantiae, vi cuius sese obligabunt 
vivere ad mortem usque in Congregatione, nec ab iis petere dispensa­
tionem nisi a Summo Pontifice vel a Rectore Maiore » 211

• 

V. - Ex istis documentis elucet: 

Facultas Rectoris Maioris et Superioris Generalis Congregatio­
nis Sanctissimi Redemptoris dispensandi a votis ( tam temporariis 
quam peroetuis) a sodalibus eiusdem Congregationis emissis non est 
mere orivilegium, sed est facultas ordinaria ei a iure particulari cum 
approbatione Pontificia concessa. Facultas autem de qua agitur conse­
quenter ei tribui debet ex natura votorum in Congregatione Sanctissi­
mi Redemptoris, guae nempe nuncupantur tamguam reservata sive 
Romano Pontifici sive Rectori Maiori: «guae vota et iuramentum 
non oossunt relaxari, nec dispensari, nisi a Summo Ponti.fice vel Recto­
re Maiore; et sub hac condicione semper nuncupari censentur » 21

• 

VI. - Capitulum Generale XVII (1967) in prima sessionum perio-

17 lbid., p. 228. 

ts Ibid., p. 230. 

19 Prot. N. 16.336/63. R. 57. 

20 Constitutiones et Statuta Congregationis SS. Redemptoris, Romae 1964, n. 
38, p. 9. 

21 Cfr. notam 2. 
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do tractavit quaestionem, an petendus sit Superior Generalis, ut fa­
cultatem suam dispensandi a votis saltem partim delegaret Superio­
ribus Provincialibus. 

Intentio suffragationum, de quibus referunt Acta eapituli 22
, 

erat, ut exquiratur mens eapituli quoad tales delegationes; eapitu­
lum (petentibus pluribus eapitularibus) voluit, ut Superior Genera­
lis eligendus istam mentem cognosceret. 

Denique eapitulum, Superiore Generali iam electo, denuo 
mentem suam aperuit suffragatione, et insimul expressit talem dele­
gationem desiderari sollummodo quoad dispensationem a votis tem­
porariis; optabatur vero, ut non solum Superioribus Provincialibus 
sed etiam Viceprovincialibus ista facultas tribueretur 23

• 

Superior Generalis tandem in ultima sessione petitam delega­
tionem concessit tantum Superioribus Provincialibus quoad vota 
temporaria. Noluit tamen concedere eandem facultatem Viceprovin­
cialibus indiscriminatim, sed solum, si Superiores Provinciales id ro­
garent. Interim nonnulli Superiores Provinciales pro aliquibus Vice­
provinciis magnis, a Provincia matre valde distantibus, delegationem 
facultatis dispensandi a Rectore Maiore rogaverunt 24

• eeterum pro­
cui dubio Superior Generalis ad normam can. 199 ere talem delega­
tionem impertiri potuit. 

VII. - eapitulum XVII - in altera sessionum periodo ( 1969) - ad 
experimentum textum eonstitutionum composuit. Ibi legitur: «Vota 
in eongregatione emissa, sive temporaria sive perpetua, non possunt 
dispensari nisi a Summo Ponti:fice vel Superiore Generali; et hac sub 
condicione semper nuncupari censentur. In casu autem dimissionis 
sodalium a votis perpetuis, ipsa vota solvuntur » 25

• 

VIII. - Capitulum Generale XVIII (1973) sequentem emendationem 
decrevit: « Const. 80. Ultima sententia deleatur, ut inseratur nova: 
' In casu dimissionis per processum, vota solvuntur post con:firmatio­
nem sententiae a Sancta Sede; in casu vero dimissionis ipso iure, post 
declarationem facti » 26

• 

22 Acta integra Capituli Generalis XVII cit,, prop. 73, p. 80 et prop. 74, p. 82. 

23 lbid., p. 214, n. 25. 

24 lbid., p. 219, n. 12. 

25 Constitutiones et Statuta Congregations ss, Redemptoris a Capitulo Generali 
XVII exarata, Romae 1969, p. 36, n. 80. 

26 Acta integra Capituli Generalis XVIII Congregationis SS. Redemptoris Romae 
celebrati 1973, Romae [1974], p. 92: Secundum Decretum, II, A, 1. 
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